
Whether it is flowers, coffee, rubber or other everyday 

products, consumers are often unaware of the living and 

working conditions of the people who make them. They 

work for wages that are not enough to live on, have no ac-

cess to clean drinking water even while working, or are de-

nied access to land that provides their livelihoods. Howev-

er, if agricultural commodities were imported in line with the 

right to adequate food, millions of people in rural areas 

could be freed from hunger by creating decent jobs and 

promoting local value creation. In sustainable production, 

businesses contribute to food security, for example, by pay-

ing living wages, providing access to social security sys-

tems and offering company health care plans. This clearly 

shows the enormous potential for overcoming hunger that 

lies in making agricultural imports socially responsible: this 

could turn the EUR 2bn also into an investment in eliminat-

ing  hunger. 

Fig. 1: Severity of countries affected by hunger worldwide                

(Global Hunger Index 2022)  

Fig. 2: Coffee example: main coffee exporting countries within the 

“coffee belt”.  
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