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FACTSHEET: FLEEING MOSUL 
Facts and Figures (20.10.2016) 

 
In June 2014, the so called Islamic State (ISIS) occupied the city of Mosul in the North of Iraq. On October 17th, 
2016, the Iraqi Government launched a military offensive to expel ISIS out of Mosul. Before the ISIS occupation, 
about 3 million people had lived in Mosul. More than 700,000 people have fled since 2014 from the city and 
the surrounding areas. With the recent military offensive more people will be displaced and forced to flee. The 
United Nations expect up to more than 1 million internally displaced people which will be a large humanitarian 
catastrophe. Aid agencies even estimate a displacement of up to 1.5 million people.  
 

 

PRESENT SITUATION * 

The Iraqi Government plans to receive the displaced people from Mosul at official screening sites. Firstly, these 
people shall be guided to leave Mosul through an official corridor towards the South out of the city for their first 
registration. However, it can be expected that people will also flee to other regions around Mosul. There will be 
more official screening sites in other regions, too. Only after the reception and registration at screening sites, 
people will be allowed to move into temporary camps of aid organisations.  

 about 1 to 1.5 million people in the surroundings of Mosul will be affected by the military offensive  
 the UN’s worst case scenario is a displacement of up to 1 million individuals from Mosul 
 about 700,000 individuals will be in need of assistance  
 more than 150,000 people in the region around Mosul (Erbil, Niniveh, Salah al-Din, Kirkuk) have been 

displaced since April 2016  
 since the beginning of the military offensive, about 1,700 registered individuals have fled Mosul 
 according to UN (OCHA) information, the construction of temporary shelters for 60,000 individuals is 

completed, further construction for about 355,000 is planned or ongoing, and a maximum for about 
480,000 individuals is possible [Stand 19.10.2016]. 

 

WELTHUNGERHILFE ON THE GROUND 
Since September 2014, Welthungerhilfe has been working in the North of Iraq. Project activities in the provinces 
of Dohuk, Erbil, Sulimaniya and the accessible regions of Niniveh are coordinated from a country office in Dohuk. 
16 expats and 35 local staff members are working for the organisation on the ground. This team implements its 
activities partly together with partners of the European network Alliance2015 and the organisation Danish 
Refugee Council and with financial support of the German Government (Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development/BMZ, Foreign Office, GIZ). Before the military offensive was started, 
Welthungerhilfe has been implementing six projects (one is finished) in the North of Iraq. The activities’ focus 
has been until now:  

 provision of drinking water and sanitation 
 rehabilitation of destroyed infrastructure  
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 promotion of educational and social programmes for different groups of the population 
 support of internally displaced people returning to the province of Niniveh (mostly Yazidi families)  

 
COMPLETED EMERGENCY AID FOR DISPLACED PEOPLE FROM MOSUL  
 

 procurement of aid items, storage in warehouses on the ground in Dohuk, preparation with staff for planned 
distribution of aid items 

 

PLANNED AID ACTIVITIES  
 distribution of material to build emergency shelters: tarpaulins, ropes, wooden poles, hammers, nails and 

wire  
 distribution of aid packages filled with blankets, water cans, cookware and dishes, detergents, soap and 

other hygiene items as well as a kerosene oven  
 distribution of „baby kits“ containing a towel, nappies, soap, baby shampoo and cream 
 as soon as the market situation allows, Welthungerhilfe will use means of cash transfer programming to 

stimulate the local economy 
  

TARGET GROUP 

 at first: about 1,800 families (around 10,600 individuals) displaced from Mosul to the province of Niniveh 

 

FINANCES 
Mosul emergency aid Welthungerhilfe: 
 Welthungerhilfe prepares the provision of around 1,800 families in the province of Niniveh. For this 

purpose, a first budget of approximately 250,000 Euro has been made available.  
 Project proposals have been presented to institutional donors (German Government, EU, United Nations 

etc.). 
 Fundraising activities have started. 

 

International Community: 
 In July 2016, the United Nations have already launched an appeal to the international community to raise 

funds of about 284 million US-dollars for emergency aid supporting the people affected from a possible 
Mosul military operation. This financial need for an adequate provision of the people in need has been 
corrected by international aid organisations with a volume of 387 million US dollars. 

PERSPECTIVES  
It can be expected that the military operation in Mosul will last at least weeks or even months. This will 
increase the vulnerability of the people affected dramatically. There are by no means enough shelter options 
implemented for the large amount of people expected to be displaced. Furthermore, aid organisations prepare 
for winterization. Financial resources are lacking to cope with this extreme situation.  
 
 
    


