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Welthungerhilfe Presents the 2022 Global Hunger Index 
Hunger crises turn into Catastrophes - Progress in 
in the fight against hunger is being destroyed 
 
Bonn/Berlin, 13 October 2022. The world faces a major setback in its efforts to 
end hunger as the war in Ukraine intensifies a number of different hunger crises. 
The current edition of the Global Hunger Index reveals that armed conflicts, 
climate change, and the coronavirus pandemic are intensifying each other; as a 
result, up to 828 million people were forced to go hungry in 2021. The situation 
is especially dire at the Horn of Africa, which is in the grip of the worst drought 
in four decades. In some parts of Somalia, people are already experiencing a 
deadly famine. The new report assesses the nutritional situation in 129 countries. 
As things stand, 46 countries will not even achieve a low level of hunger by 2030, 
much less eliminate hunger entirely. Africa South of the Sahara and South Asia 
are once again the regions with the highest rates of hunger.   
 
“Due to a toxic mix of armed conflicts, the climate crisis, and the COVID-19 
pandemic, millions of people were already facing enormous price increases for 
food, even before the war in Ukraine. This war is now making a bad situation 
worse, and hunger crises throughout the world are increasingly taking on 
catastrophic proportions. We must respond to these humanitarian crises quickly, 
making resources available more flexibly and in greater quantities while 
increasing investment in the transformation of food systems,” urges Marlehn 
Thieme, the chair of the board of Welthungerhilfe.   
 
This year’s Global Hunger Index shows how important it is to make food systems 
fair, sustainable, and resilient to crises. A key aspect is the involvement of local 
stakeholders in national nutrition politics. “The right to food must play a key role 
in the transformation of the food systems. It is crucial for local civil-society 
organisations to be able to monitor relevant governmental bodies and to demand 
improvements. Only when communities and farmers with their local knowledge 
and specific needs are part of the decision-making process can sustainable 
solutions for ending hunger be found,” underlines Mathias Mogge, the secretary 
general of Welthungerhilfe. 
 
Along with additional information, diagrams, and photos, the report is available 
at: www.welthungerhilfe.org/hunger/global-hunger-index  
 
Welthungerhilfe turns 60 this year. It is one of the largest private aid organisations in Germany 
and has no political or religious affiliations. With courage and determination, Welthungerhilfe 
has been working towards a world without hunger since its inception on 14 December 1962, 
during which time it has provided funding of EUR 4.46 billion for more than 10,895 overseas 
projects in around 70 countries. Welthungerhilfe operates on the basic principle of help for 
self-help, which it implements with measures ranging from rapid disaster relief to rehabilitation 
to long-term development co-operation projects with national and international partner 
organisations. 
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